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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed on 1/30/08. Claims 3- 
4 have been cancelled. Claims 1 and 5 have been amended. Claims 11-12 have been 
newly added. Claims 1,5-12 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vazvan (WO 9745814, an IDS provided by the Applicant's) in view of Flom et al. 
(2001/0054087) and further in view Mamdani et al. (7,240,036). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Vazvan discloses a system for facilitating electronic payments in 
a food service setting using a mobile device enabled for short range proximity signaling 
and two way messaging (See Vazvan, Fig.6, Page 9, lines 1 1-41) said system 
comprising: 

a proximity reader for interacting with said mobile device presented to said 
proximity reader by a user, wherein said proximity reader uses short range proximity 
signaling to trigger the initiation of a mobile payment session (See Vazvan, Page 9, 
lines 27-41); 
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a plurality of servers for providing authentication of user and processing 
payments (See Vazvan, Fig. 2, Page 6, lines 9-27) ; 

a plurality of point of sale terminals to provide access to transaction information 
(See Vazvan, Fig. 3, Page 1 1-38); and a messaging system for providing mobile 
commerce messaging with said user, wherein said mobile commerce messaging 
includes digital content of at least one of digital cash (See Vazvan, Page 9, lines 1 1 -22). 

Vazvan does not explicitly disclose that the system having coupons, 
advertisements, games, ring-tones, graphics, videos via messaging, promotion of a 
plurality of different items to purchase. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Flom. In 
particular, Flom suggested that the system having coupons (See Flom, Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0012, 0015), advertisements (See Flom, Page 2, Paragraphs 0012, 0015), 
games (See Flom, Page 7, Paragraph 0068), ring-tones (See Flom, Page 7, Paragraph 
0069), graphics (See Flom, Page, 5, Paragraph 0056), videos via messaging (See 
Flom, Page 5, Paragraph 0056), promotion of a plurality of different items to purchase 
(See Flom, Page 5, Paragraph 0050, Page 6, Paragraphs 0064-0065). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Flom within the system of Vazvan with the 
motivation of providing offer, advertisement, or coupon to the user (See Flom, Page 2, 
Paragraph 0015). 

As best understood, Vazvan and Flom disclose all the limitations above. Vazvan 
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and Flom do not explicitly disclose "wherein the plurality of servers communicate with 
the user for purposes of authentication via voice". 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Mamdani. In 
particular, Mamdani suggests the system having wherein the plurality of servers 
communicate with the user for purposes of authentication via voice" (See Mamdani, 
Fig.4; Fig.7; Col.4, lines 10-19; Col. 12, lines 23-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Mamdani within the collective teachings of 
Vazvan and Flom with the motivation of enabling wireless e-commerce transactions to 
be facilitated and fulfilled in a secure and convenient manner (See Mamdani, Col. 2, 
lines 10-12). 



(B) As per claim 2, Vazvan discloses the system wherein the proximity reader 
provides an interface to download said digital content (See Vazvan, Page 9, lines 11- 
26). 



4. Claims 5-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vazvan (WO 97/45814, December 4, 1997) in view of Meyer et al (5,933,812) and 
further in view of Mamdani et al. (7,240, 036). 

(A) As per claim 5, Vazvan discloses a method for facilitating the payment of 
products in a restaurant, said method comprising: using a mobile device enabled for 
short range proximity signaling and two way messaging to provide a short range 
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proximity signal to a proximity reader presenting said mobile device to said proximity 
reader (See Vazvan, Fig. 6, Page 9, lines 11-41); providing identification information to a 
payment system (See Vazvan, Fig.2, Page 6, lines 9-27); receiving verification of 
identity information from the payment system at said mobile device (See Vazvan, Fig. 6, 
Page 9, lines 1 1 -41 ); ordering a plurality of products and accumulating charges (See 
Vazvan, Page 9, lines 34-41). 

Vazvan does not explicitly disclose that the method has receiving on a display of 
said mobile device an electronic bill for a total charge. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Meyer. In particular, 
Meyer suggests that the method has receiving on a display of said mobile device an 
electronic bill for a total charge (See Meyer, Fig.21; Col.7, lines 37-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vazvan within the system of Meyer with the 
motivation of providing a portable transaction data entry terminal that is especially 
suited for eating and drinking establishments (See Meyer, Col. 3, lines 1-4). 

As best understood, Vazvan and Myers disclose all the limitations above. Vazvan 
and Meyer do not explicitly disclose "wherein the verification of identity information 
includes indicia of a unique transaction confirmation code generated by the payment 
system". 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Mamdani. In 
particular, Mamdani suggests the system having "wherein the verification of identity 
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information includes indicia of a unique transaction confirmation code generated by the 
payment system" (See Mamdani, Fig.2 item 104b; Col. 3, lines 55-67 to Col.4, line 25) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Mamdani within the collective teachings of 
Vazvan and Flom with the motivation of enabling wireless e-commerce transactions to 
be facilitated and fulfilled in a secure and convenient manner (See Mamdani, Col. 2, 
lines 10-12). 

(B) As per claim 6, Vazvan discloses the method further comprising: receiving a 
plurality of messages offering additional items to purchase on said display (See Vazvan, 
Page 8, lines 16-41); adding a plurality of additional charges to said electronic bill (See 
Vazvan, Page 8, lines 1 6-41 ); and approving of said total charge plus said plurality of 
additional charges (See Vazvan, Page 8, lines 16-41 to Col. 9, line 10). 

(C) As per claim 7, Meyer discloses the method further comprising: adding a tip to 
said electronic bill (See Meyer Col.2, lines 7-27); and approving of said total charge plus 
tip (See Meyer, Col.2, lines 7-27; Col.8, lines 58-60). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Vazvan, Meyer and 
Mamdani are as discussed in the rejection of claim 5 above, and incorporated herein. 

(D) As per claim 8, Vazvan discloses the method wherein the verification of identity 
information is capable of being displayed in human readable form on display (See 
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(E) As per claim 9, Vazvan discloses the method wherein the verification of identity 
information is in machine readable form (See Vazvan Page 6, lines 9-25). 

(F) As per claim 1 0, Vazvan discloses the method wherein the ordering of product is 
done automatically by the selection of the product itself (See Vazvan Page 8, lines 30- 
41 to Page 9, line 10). 

(G) As per the newly added claim 1 1 , Mamdani discloses the method wherein the 
unique transaction confirmation code is unique both to the mobile device and to a single 
present payment transaction, the method further comprising providing the unique 
transaction confirmation code to verify payment of the electronic bill (See 
MamdaniFig.2, Fig.8; Col. 14, lines 15-26). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Vazvan, Meyer and 
Mamdani are as discussed in the rejection of claim 5 above, and incorporated herein. 

(H) As per the newly added claim 12, Vazvan discloses an apparatus comprising: a 
proximity reader (See Vazvan, Page 9, lines 27-41); a display (See Vazvan, Page 12, 
lines 19-23); a processor coupled to the proximity reader and the display (See , Page); 
and memory coupled to the processor and having instructions that causes the 
processor to: provide a short range proximity signal to the proximity reader (See 
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Vazvan, Page 9, lines 27-41); providing identification information to a payment system 
(See Vazvan, Page 9, lines 27-41 ); submit an order for a plurality of products to a 
payment system (See Vazvan, Page 9, lines 34-41). 

Vazvan does not explicitly disclose receive on the display of the apparatus an 
electronic bill for a total charge. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Myer. In 
particular, Meyer suggests receive on the display of the apparatus an electronic bill for a 
total charge (See Meyer, Fig.21 ; Col.7, lines 37-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vazvan within the system of Meyer with the 
motivation of providing a portable transaction data entry terminal that is especially 
suited for eating and drinking establishments (See Meyer, Col. 3, lines 1-4). 

As best understood, Vazvan and Myers disclose all the limitations above. Vazvan 
and Meyer do not explicitly disclose "wherein the verification of identity information 
includes indicia of a unique transaction confirmation code generated by the payment 
system". 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Mamdani. In 
particular, Mamdani suggests the system having "wherein the verification of identity 
information includes indicia of a unique transaction confirmation code generated by the 
payment system" (See Mamdani, Fig. 2 item 104b; Col. 3, lines 55-67 to Col.4, line 25) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Mamdani within the collective teachings of 
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Vazvan and Meyers with the motivation of enabling wireless e-commerce transactions 
to be facilitated and fulfilled in a secure and convenient manner (See Mamdani, Col. 2, 
lines 10-12). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 1/30/08 with respect to claims 1,5-12 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied art teaches transaction apparatus 
and method that identifies an authorized user by appearance and voice (6,023,688) and 
reservation method, reservation authentication method, reservation confirmation 
method, reservation servers, shop terminals, portable terminals and memory media 
(7,120,603). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A/anel Frenel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
April 3, 2008 



